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PRESIDENTS REPORT 2016

Good evening Ladies and Gentlemen. First of all I want to thank everybody for giving me the honour of being your President for the second time. When the League was set up in 1994 I had the honour of being its first President so to be elected again in 2016 is something that I cherish.

I must give a huge thank you to Simon Parsonage from Flowfit who once again has sponsored our League, Simon and Sharon’s generosity is very much appreciated, also our other sponsors Black Tech Ltd, Get Branded, JB Valeting, Bowls Trader, White Apple Photography, Mousepoint Design and Jason Groom, on behalf of the League we thank you all very much.

Next our Prize winners. After 5 years of dominance from Newport we have new League Champions a first for Sir John Bayley Club from Wellington very well done, RU Castlefields. County Cup won by Bowring B.C. also from Wellington. Both teams to represent Shropshire in the 2017 World Club Championship at Fox Lane Leyland. Continuing with the team awards Chester beat Meole Brace to win the pool A Trophy and Ifton beat Bowring to win the pool B Trophy. Thanks to Bowring club for hosting the finals and the presentation afterwards. The Alan Mayhew Trophy played at Bicton B.C. was won by Meole Brace who beat Castlefields in an exciting final watched by a large crowd.

The S.P.B.L. Merit played at Bayston Hill B.C. was won for the first time by Josh Bradburn from the Bowring club emulating his father Roy who won it in 2011. Josh then teamed up with club mate Stuart Clee and did the double by winning the (Mike Hinton) pairs at O.S.B.C. the first time anybody has done the double.                                              The League averages (Neville Edwards Trophy) was won by Andy Moss Chester Road for a record fourth time, he also won the most consecutive wins with 19, this also must be a record. The most MVP was won by Stuart Rutter. Once again congratulations to all our Winners. 

The Play offs this year played at Meole Brace No1, between Mid Shropshire winners D/Wood and M/Drayton winners Hanmer with Hanmer coming out the winners. The final play off was between H.U.S.C bottom team in the Prem and Hanmer and was played at Bicton B.C. watched by a large crowd and was a very exciting match with Hanmer finally after several years of trying earned their place in our league. Commiserations to Hadley who I am sure will try to regain their place back in the top tier.

My thanks go to Mike Potter who has refereed and photographed most of our finals, and to Malcolm Fletcher who continues to provide our league with excellent press coverage. My thanks to Mick Jones, Rob Burroughs and Martin Gaut for their work in running a very smooth ship and I hope to continue to work with them for many years to come. And finally my thanks to all clubs and grounds men for their cooperation on all play offs and finals days and nights.

John Coxill

S.P.B.L. President and Competition Secretary.

