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Chairman's Address
Good evening Gentlemen and welcome to the 2019 Shropshire Premier League AGM. Being my first AGM as Chairman I would like to thank my predecessor Mick Jones for the three years he chaired the league, his efforts are greatly appreciated. Reflecting on 2018 Castlefields had a superb year winning the League by 13 points from a rejuvenated Newport, winning the Mayhew Cup against Meole Brace at Telepost in a very entertaining final and completing the treble by beating Wem USC in the Pool A final at Chester Road. A fantastic effort from them and I congratulate them on a fine 2018. In the Pool B final, also at Chester Road, Bowring recovered from a slow start to beat Ifton to claim the shield.
After finishing bottom of the premier Hanmer sadly lost their place in our league after losing in the playoff finals to Highley on a very wet evening at Old Shrewsbury. I sincerely hope that Hanmer can regroup and fight to regain their position in the league. That said I welcome Highley to the Premier League. It will be interesting for the other 13 clubs to visit a new green, most of whom will not have seen the green. I also believe it is good for the league to have further representation from the south of Shropshire. Good luck to Highley in what will be a challenging and competitive experience, I am sure they will relish the challenge.
Congratualtions go to Stuart Rutter on winning the individual merit in April coming through a field of 31 to beat Ayden Smith 21-18 in the final and for also winning the pairs at the end of the season with Dan Taylor for the second year on the trot. They became back to back winners by beating Peter Grimston and Dave Rhodes by the narrowest of margins in the final.
I thank our sponsors for their support in 2018:
Salop Leisure - League 
Barlows Fire and Security - Alan Mayhew Trophy
Inter Sports Seaton Sports - Individual Merit & Pool Competitions
KGJ Insurance Group - Doubles
Shropshire Website Design - The Fantasy League
Shropshire Printers - Predictions League & Player of the Month

I would encourage all clubs and players to consider using these organisations' services in recognition of the support they have shown the league.
Away from our league I extend my congratulations to Spencer Clarke on winning the County Merit, a very popular winner and despite knocking me out in the quarter finals I was delighted to see my old friend finally win the big one. Also, my congratulations to my club mate Dan Wornell on winning the County Handicap, a terrific achievement.
A massive thank you all of the referees who have supported us through the 2018 season without these volunteers we would not be able to run our competitions. And to Martin Gaut and Rob Burroughs who continue to do a good job for the league, a big thank you to them.
And finally to our players, we are blessed as a league to have some of the finest players in the country, it is the players commitment to our game and the league that makes it special and that attracts attention from within Shropshire and beyond our borders, I thank you all for making the league what it is and wish you all the best of luck for the 2019 season. 

Mark Shore Chairman
Secretary's Report
I believe the Salop Leisure Shropshire Premier Bowling League has had another successful season in 2018. I honestly think that the standard of the league is going up every year.

Congratulations have to go to Castlefields. They won the SPBL Treble; the League, Alan Mayhew and Pool A. This league title means that Castlefields have extended their record title winning tally to 10. They won the last 13 matches of the season and adding these to the cup wins meant that the run of victories was actually 20! How long can they sustain this run at the start of the 2019 season?

On the flip side of the table, Hanmer finished in bottom place and went on to face Highley, the Mid Shropshire champions, in the Play Off Final. The venue for this was Old Shrewsbury and I really think they did the best that they could on a damp miserable night. Hammer had the experience of the Play Off games in their favour but this time they were the team trying to retain their place. After many twists and turns and some exceptional appearances Highley came out on top and we are to welcome them into the SPBL in 2019. It's so sad to lose any team from the league but Hanmer with its fantastic people and formidable green I'm sure will be competing in the Play Offs again soon.

The League Averages and Most Consecutive Wins were won by the same person, and a very familiar face, Peter Farmer from Newport. He delivered again in 2018 with 17 consecutive wins at the start and a total of 23 wins from 26 matches.

The Presentation Evening and Premiership Trophies were held at Chester Road. A great night saw Castlefields winning the Pool A trophy by defeating Wem USC and Bowring winning the Pool B trophy by defeating Ifton.

The Most Improved Team were Wem USC, an astonishing 41 points better off than the previous season. This number is possibly distorted slightly as the new 4 points for an away win began in 2018.

A Player of the Month started in 2018. The winners were Spencer Clarke, Kiah Roberts, Chris Brettell, Martin Williams, Peter Farmer and Tom Langford.

For the competitions or was a successful season for Stuart Rutter. He won the Individual Merit, for the second time, at Donnington Wood by beating Ayden Smith in the Final. Rutter paired up with Dan Taylor to retain the Mike Hinton Pairs at Battlefield by beating Dave Rhodes and Pete Grimston in the final.

I'd like to thank all the sponsors of the league and it's competitions:
SALOP LEISURE
Barlows Fire & Security
Seaton Sports
KGJ Insurance
Shropshire Website Design
Shropshire Printers

I'd also like to thank all of the club's and their representatives for their help in keeping this league running smoothly and successfully.

Best of luck to everybody in 2019! Let's keep getting better.

Martin Gaut - Salop Leisure Shropshire Premier Bowling League Hon Secretary










	2019 SCGBA Delegate Report
All four proposals passed at the AGM, including a new ruling on who can become President The other three were about the Code of Conduct, including banning players who don't pay their competition fees. Isobel Jones became the new President with Mike Beckett the new Deputy President. The entry at Senior County games were reduced to £2. New grants were awarded to 11 clubs, paying out £5,000 in total. Although this has meant a deficit of £1,500, mainly from the high cost of travelling to county games, so this all will be reviewed for next season. New coaches have gone on the level one course now ran by CoachBowls, although there are still teething problems with the new body, which County Development officer Pauline Wilson is helping to sort. But it has been a successful year for coaching.

This year did have it controversies. Firstly the County Cup game between Newport and Castlefields, which will not be happen again after rule changes were implemented, with players having to have played at least one game by the 1st round now. The County Merit finals were to be held at Meole Brace, but, with help from us, we managed to persuade the County to move it away if they had qualifiers, which they did, and so it moved to Greenfields. Again this will not be repeated, as the final venue will only be picked after the qualifier now. The Junior Merit Finals had to be moved from a Sunday as it clashed with the Ladies Championship, and again this won't be repeated next season. The Senior Inter League venues came under scrutiny and the format was changed which meant we have to withdraw because players weren't willing to travel that distance twice. The Market Drayton League then withdrew from hosting, meaning the Whitchurch had to step in and did manage to run a successful competition with just 8 entries. After this fiasco, the format has now changed to a 8 a side knockout format played on various Saturday nights at a neutral venue. Rules are still to be finalised, but more details on this will be reported at the March Meeting. Our proposal of moving to areas didn't go through, and maybe we could run this competition ourselves in addition or instead of the Inter League, but again this can be discussed in March. The Veterans Inter League was also cancelled because of the hot weather, a correct decision. 

A new safeguarding officer has been found in Phil Scott, as well as a new referees delegate. Welfare Officers are now called Safeguarding officers, with them encouraged to go on a safeguarding course. There are DBS check dates coming up with Phil Scott, details are on the county website if you are in need of renewing. Deputy President next year will be Wendy Icke, with Mike Beckett stepping up to President. Mark Thomas has stood down as County Selector, with two Premier League bowlers interested in taking on the role, maybe with current selector Mick Jones who has said he would do it for another year. But this will be cleared up and voted on at the AGM. Derek Wright has also retired from County selection, congratulations to him on a wonderful county career, obviously helped by the quality bowls he has had to play in our league! Referees are still extremely low in numbers, with a referees seminar planned on 26 March at Tilstock to help boost numbers, but have found a delegate to sort referees out for leagues.

Looking ahead to the next season, good luck to our Champions Castlefields and County Cup winners Sir John Bayley in the BCGBA World Club Championships at Spen Victoria, with our league possibly having more entrants due to 2 wildcards being entered, drawn at the BCGBA AGM. The Midland Masters has moved to the regular third Sunday in June date after an unsuccessful attempt at running it in July. We have just the four qualifiers for the Senior Individual Merit Finals at Rolls Royce in July. Prees will be the 2019 Midland Masters Finals venue. There are no proposals for the AGM, just an increase of 2.2% in honorarium. 

Congratulations to all our winners of County competitions, especially Spencer Clarke on his maiden Merit success. 

Finally, I would like to welcome back our usual delegate John Nash, who after a successful operation in the Summer, is now getting back to full health. 				

Rob Burroughs (Stand in SCGBA Delegate)
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SALOP LEISURE
Go Explore!




