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[bookmark: _GoBack]MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 15TH JANUARY 2019 
AT MEOLE BRACE BC AT 7.30 PM

1. APOLOGIES
There were apologies from Tony Rhodes and Mark Thomas. 
2. MINUTES OF AGM 2018
These were accepted as a true record, proposed by Hanwood and seconded by Bowring. 
3. MATTERS ARISING
There were no matters arising. 
4. CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS
Good evening Gentlemen and welcome to the 2019 Shropshire Premier League AGM. Being my first AGM as Chairman I would like to thank my predecessor Mick Jones for the three years he chaired the league, his efforts are greatly appreciated. Reflecting on 2018 Castlefields had a superb year winning the League by 13 points from a rejuvenated Newport, winning the Mayhew Cup against Meole Brace at Telepost in a very entertaining final and completing the treble by beating Wem USC in the Pool A final at Chester Road. A fantastic effort from them and I congratulate them on a fine 2018. In the Pool B final, also at Chester Road, Bowring recovered from a slow start to beat Ifton to claim the shield.
After finishing bottom of the premier Hanmer sadly lost their place in our league after losing in the playoff finals to Highley on a very wet evening at Old Shrewsbury. I sincerely hope that Hanmer can regroup and fight to regain their position in the league. That said I welcome Highley to the Premier League. It will be interesting for the other 13 clubs to visit a new green, most of whom will not have seen the green. I also believe it is good for the league to have further representation from the south of Shropshire. Good luck to Highley in what will be a challenging and competitive experience, I am sure they will relish the challenge.
Congratualtions go to Stuart Rutter on winning the individual merit in April coming through a field of 31 to beat Ayden Smith 21-18 in the final and for also winning the pairs at the end of the season with Dan Taylor for the second year on the trot. They became back to back winners by beating Peter Grimston and Dave Rhodes by the narrowest of margins in the final.
I thank our sponsors for their support in 2018:
Salop Leisure - League 
Barlows Fire and Security - Alan Mayhew Trophy
Inter Sports Seaton Sports - Individual Merit & Pool Competitions
KGJ Insurance Group - Doubles
Shropshire Website Design - The Fantasy League
Shropshire Printers - Predictions League & Player of the Month
I would encourage all clubs and players to consider using these organisations' services in recognition of the support they have shown the league.
Away from our league I extend my congratulations to Spencer Clarke on winning the County Merit, a very popular winner and despite knocking me out in the quarter finals I was delighted to see my old friend finally win the big one. Also, my congratulations to my club mate Dan Wornell on winning the County Handicap, a terrific achievement.
A massive thank you all of the referees who have supported us through the 2018 season without these volunteers we would not be able to run our competitions. And to Martin Gaut and Rob Burroughs who continue to do a good job for the league, a big thank you to them.
And finally to our players, we are blessed as a league to have some of the finest players in the country, it is the players commitment to our game and the league that makes it special and that attracts attention from within Shropshire and beyond our borders, I thank you all for making the league what it is and wish you all the best of luck for the 2019 season. 
Mark Shore Chairman

5. SECRETARY’S REPORT
I believe the Salop Leisure Shropshire Premier Bowling League has had another successful season in 2018. I honestly think that the standard of the league is going up every year.
Congratulations have to go to Castlefields. They won the SPBL Treble; the League, Alan Mayhew and Pool A. This league title means that Castlefields have extended their record title winning tally to 10. They won the last 13 matches of the season and adding these to the cup wins meant that the run of victories was actually 20! How long can they sustain this run at the start of the 2019 season?
On the flip side of the table, Hanmer finished in bottom place and went on to face Highley, the Mid Shropshire champions, in the Play Off Final. The venue for this was Old Shrewsbury and I really think they did the best that they could on a damp miserable night. Hammer had the experience of the Play Off games in their favour but this time they were the team trying to retain their place. After many twists and turns and some exceptional appearances Highley came out on top and we are to welcome them into the SPBL in 2019. It's so sad to lose any team from the league but Hanmer with its fantastic people and formidable green I'm sure will be competing in the Play Offs again soon.
The League Averages and Most Consecutive Wins were won by the same person, and a very familiar face, Peter Farmer from Newport. He delivered again in 2018 with 17 consecutive wins at the start and a total of 23 wins from 26 matches.
The Presentation Evening and Premiership Trophies were held at Chester Road. A great night saw Castlefields winning the Pool A trophy by defeating Wem USC and Bowring winning the Pool B trophy by defeating Ifton.
The Most Improved Team were Wem USC, an astonishing 41 points better off than the previous season. This number is possibly distorted slightly as the new 4 points for an away win began in 2018.
A Player of the Month started in 2018. The winners were Spencer Clarke, Kiah Roberts, Chris Brettell, Martin Williams, Peter Farmer and Tom Langford.
For the competitions or was a successful season for Stuart Rutter. He won the Individual Merit, for the second time, at Donnington Wood by beating Ayden Smith in the Final. Rutter paired up with Dan Taylor to retain the Mike Hinton Pairs at Battlefield by beating Dave Rhodes and Pete Grimston in the final.
I'd like to thank all the sponsors of the league and it's competitions:
SALOP LEISURE
Barlows Fire & Security
Seaton Sports
KGJ Insurance
Shropshire Website Design
Shropshire Printers
I'd also like to thank all of the club's and their representatives for their help in keeping this league running smoothly and successfully. Best of luck to everybody in 2019! Let's keep getting better.
Martin Gaut - Salop Leisure Shropshire Premier Bowling League Hon Secretary

6. COUNTY DELEGATE'S REPORT 
All four proposals passed at the AGM, including a new ruling on who can become President The other three were about the Code of Conduct, including banning players who don't pay their competition fees. Isobel Jones became the new President with Mike Beckett the new Deputy President. The entry at Senior County games were reduced to £2. New grants were awarded to 11 clubs, paying out £5,000 in total. Although this has meant a deficit of £1,500, mainly from the high cost of travelling to county games, so this all will be reviewed for next season. New coaches have gone on the level one course now ran by CoachBowls, although there are still teething problems with the new body, which County Development officer Pauline Wilson is helping to sort. But it has been a successful year for coaching.
This year did have it controversies. Firstly the County Cup game between Newport and Castlefields, which will not be happen again after rule changes were implemented, with players having to have played at least one game by the 1st round now. The County Merit finals were to be held at Meole Brace, but, with help from us, we managed to persuade the County to move it away if they had qualifiers, which they did, and so it moved to Greenfields. Again this will not be repeated, as the final venue will only be picked after the qualifier now. The Junior Merit Finals had to be moved from a Sunday as it clashed with the Ladies Championship, and again this won't be repeated next season. The Senior Inter League venues came under scrutiny and the format was changed which meant we have to withdraw because players weren't willing to travel that distance twice. The Market Drayton League then withdrew from hosting, meaning the Whitchurch had to step in and did manage to run a successful competition with just 8 entries. After this fiasco, the format has now changed to a 8 a side knockout format played on various Saturday nights at a neutral venue. Rules are still to be finalised, but more details on this will be reported at the March Meeting. Our proposal of moving to areas didn't go through, and maybe we could run this competition ourselves in addition or instead of the Inter League, but again this can be discussed in March. The Veterans Inter League was also cancelled because of the hot weather, a correct decision. 
A new safeguarding officer has been found in Phil Scott, as well as a new referees delegate. Welfare Officers are now called Safeguarding officers, with them encouraged to go on a safeguarding course. There are DBS check dates coming up with Phil Scott, details are on the county website if you are in need of renewing. Deputy President next year will be Wendy Icke, with Mike Beckett stepping up to President. Mark Thomas has stood down as County Selector, with two Premier League bowlers interested in taking on the role, maybe with current selector Mick Jones who has said he would do it for another year. But this will be cleared up and voted on at the AGM. Derek Wright has also retired from County selection, congratulations to him on a wonderful county career, obviously helped by the quality bowls he has had to play in our league! Referees are still extremely low in numbers, with a referees seminar planned on 26 March at Tilstock to help boost numbers, but have found a delegate to sort referees out for leagues.
Looking ahead to the next season, good luck to our Champions Castlefields and County Cup winners Sir John Bayley in the BCGBA World Club Championships at Spen Victoria, with our league possibly having more entrants due to 2 wildcards being entered, drawn at the BCGBA AGM. The Midland Masters has moved to the regular third Sunday in June date after an unsuccessful attempt at running it in July. We have just the four qualifiers for the Senior Individual Merit Finals at Rolls Royce in July. Prees will be the 2019 Midland Masters Finals venue. There are no proposals for the AGM, just an increase of 2.2% in honorarium. 
Congratulations to all our winners of County competitions, especially Spencer Clarke on his maiden Merit success. 
Finally, I would like to welcome back our usual delegate John Nash, who after a successful operation in the Summer, is now getting back to full health. 				
Rob Burroughs (Stand in SCGBA Delegate)

7. TREASURER’S REPORT
We made a loss of £25 this last year mainly because of a loss in the raffle and entry fees at this year's playoff, with only one game instead of four, and the one game being on a very wet night. We also produced a playoff this year which cost £115 so that was an extra cost too for that night. We were lucky that we had £280 from the 14 clubs for the Anniversary Competition, which we will use next season, to prevent more of a significant loss. Fines were also down which is good to see again. We reduced some of the other costs, with another cost of our banner, not to be incurred next season. 
I would like to thank our sponsors; Salop Leisure, Barlows Fire & Security, KGJ Insurance, Seaton Sports, Shropshire Printers and Shropshire Website Design for their support, and am pleased to say it looks like all of them will continue next season. I would also like to thank Shropshire Printers for doing our cards, handbooks and programmes this season. I would like to thank Ian Gaut for auditing our accounts again to his usual high standards, and again donating his fee to the Severn Hospice. 
This season is going to be an expensive one with the Anniversary Competition coming up as we will have to get a trophy, pay for the buffet and the mementos for the Life Members and Hall of Famers. So I think we will have to reduce the Prize Money, hopefully for just the one season, although we may have some more sponsorship money for the league. Another issue is that I do not want the accounts to be reliant on what we earn from the Playoffs, as we aren't guaranteed a game every year, so I will need to reflect this in the accounts and anything we make is considered a bonus. 

8. AMENDMENT TO MATCH RULE 20  (DRESS AND SPONSORSHIP) Passed Unanimously 
CURRENT RULE:
The following is the only permitted dress code for all League matches:-
1) Hard or block heeled footwear must not be worn whilst on the green in any match.
2) Trousers – Shall be full length, single coloured trousers, in black. Studs, rivets and zipped pockets are not allowed, nor external pockets on the legs.
3) Shirts – These shall be collared shirts which may be embellished with any name or insignia.
4) Where necessary, and in accordance with the pertaining weather conditions wet weather gear may be worn.
5) Nothing in the above shall be interpreted to allow the wearing of track suits, shell suits or denims.
6) Any player not conforming to this standard will be prevented from playing.
7) Players should at all times endeavour to wear their team colours in all matches.
It will be the responsibility of the team captains that this rule is complied with and the Fixtures Secretary should be advised of any player consistently failing to conform to these standards. 
(a) “The following is the only permitted dress code for all finals of Premier League competitions:
1. i) Hard or block heeled footwear must not be worn whilst on the green in any match played under the League’s jurisdiction.
2. ii) Trousers: These shall be full length, single coloured trousers, in black. Studs, rivets and zipped pockets are not allowed, nor are external pockets on the legs. Nothing in this rule shall prevent exceptions being made for individuals with a relevant disability.
(b) Shirts: These shall be collared shirts which may be embellished with any or all of the following: player’s name, Club insignia, County insignia, sponsor’s insignia, manufacturer’s insignia.
(c) Where necessary, and in accordance with the pertaining weather conditions, sweaters which conform to the above and/or wet weather gear may be worn.
(d) In team contests it is strongly recommended that uniform clothing is worn by all team members.
(e) Nothing in the above shall be interpreted to allow the wearing of track suits, shell suits or denims.
(f) Any player failing to conform to this standard will be prevented from playing (or continuing) in the competition and will be liable to forfeit any entry fee for and prize money earned in, the competition. In addition, £10 will also be deducted from each player and they will not be able to play another league competition until the fine is paid”.
(g) In the case of team contests any offending player must be substituted prior to the commencement of the game. However, if the player’s game has commenced, the player shall score nil and the opponent shall receive the maximum score.
PROPOSED RULE:
The following is the only permitted dress code for all League matches:-
1) Hard or block heeled footwear must not be worn whilst on the green in any match.
2) Trousers – Shall be full length, single coloured trousers, in black. Studs, rivets and zipped pockets are not allowed, nor external pockets on the legs.
3) Shirts – These shall be collared shirts which may be embellished with any name or insignia.
4) Where necessary, and in accordance with the pertaining weather conditions wet weather gear may be worn.
5) Nothing in the above shall be interpreted to allow the wearing of track suits, shell suits or denims.
6) Any player not conforming to this standard will be prevented from playing.
7) Players should at all times endeavour to wear their team colours in all matches.
It will be the responsibility of the team captains that this rule is complied with and the Fixtures Secretary should be advised of any player consistently failing to conform to these standards. The Fixture Secretary will monitor the weather and if the temperature is forecast to be above 20 degrees celsius at 7 p.m. on the Met Office website/app on the day of the match, then he will permit captains to be able to ask each other if they can wear tailored shorts. 
(a) “The following is the only permitted dress code for all finals of Premier League competitions:
3. i) Hard or block heeled footwear must not be worn whilst on the green in any match played under the League’s jurisdiction.
4. ii) Trousers: These shall be full length, single coloured trousers, in black. Studs, rivets and zipped pockets are not allowed, nor are external pockets on the legs. Nothing in this rule shall prevent exceptions being made for individuals with a relevant disability.
(b) Shirts: These shall be collared shirts which may be embellished with any or all of the following: player’s name, Club insignia, County insignia, sponsor’s insignia, manufacturer’s insignia.
(c) Where necessary, and in accordance with the pertaining weather conditions, sweaters which conform to the above and/or wet weather gear may be worn.
(d) In team contests it is strongly recommended that uniform clothing is worn by all team members.
(e) Nothing in the above shall be interpreted to allow the wearing of track suits, shell suits or denims.
(f) Any player failing to conform to this standard will be prevented from playing (or continuing) in the competition and will be liable to forfeit any entry fee for and prize money earned in, the competition. In addition, £10 will also be deducted from each player and they will not be able to play another league competition until the fine is paid”.
(g) In the case of team contests any offending player must be substituted prior to the commencement of the game. However, if the player’s game has commenced, the player shall score nil and the opponent shall receive the maximum score.
Proposed by League Management Committee
9. AMENDMENT TO MANAGEMENT RULE 12 (LEAGUE COMPETITIONS) Passed Unanimously
CURRENT RULE:
All member clubs must make their green available for League competitions, unless there are valid reasons (i.e green maintenance).
If the reason is considered by the League Executive insufficient, then members /players from that club will be ineligible to enter that particular competition.
All players registered with a premier league club, or a club or clubs invited by the management committee, are allowed to enter individual league competitions.
PROPOSED RULE:
All member clubs must make their green available for League competitions, unless there are valid reasons (i.e green maintenance).
If the reason is considered by the League Executive insufficient, then members /players from that club will be ineligible to enter that particular competition.
All players registered with a premier league club, or a club or clubs invited by the management committee, are allowed to enter individual league competitions.
Any club that holds an individual competition will be paid £15. All referees will be paid £20.

It was also agreed to pay Battlefield £15 for hosting last year's Mike Hinton Pairs. 
10. AMENDMENT TO ALAN MAYHEW COMPETITION RULE 2 Passed Unanimously
CURRENT RULE:
Teams who withdraw from the competition will be fined £25.
PROPOSED RULE:
Premier League Teams who withdraw from the competition will be fined £25.
Proposed by League Management Committee

11. AMENDMENT TO ALAN MAYHEW COMPETITION RULE 9 Passed Unanimously
CURRENT RULE:
Final to be played on neutral green as decided by the Management Committee.
PROPOSED RULE:
Final to be played on neutral Premier League green as decided by the Competition Secretary. 
Proposed by League Management Committee

12. AMENDMENT TO  PREMIERSHIP COMPETITION RULE 5 Passed Unanimously
CURRENT RULE:
The number of players in each team shall be eight and the greens, which shall be neutral, shall be selected by members of the Management Committee.
PROPOSED RULE:
The number of players in each team shall be eight and the greens, which shall be neutral and at a Premier League club, shall be selected by the Competition Secretary.
Proposed by the League Executive Committee

13. NEW PREMIERSHIP COMPETITION RULE 6 Passed Unanimously
The final will be played at a Premier League club with two greens as determined by the Presentation Evening rota. If a team reaches the final at its club, that team will play on the green they haven't played on in that Premier League season. They will owe 2 and start without the jack. 
Rules 6-11 will then be renumbered 7-12.
Proposed by the League Executive Committee















 14.	ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
	2018
	2019

	President - VACANT
	Mick Jones

	Chairman - Mark Shore
	Mark Shore

	Vice Chairman - Rob Burroughs
	Rob Burroughs

	Fixtures Secretary - Martin Gaut.
	Martin Gaut

	Meetings Secretary - Rob Burroughs.
	Rob Burroughs

	Treasurer - Rob Burroughs.
	Rob Burroughs

	Competitions Secretary - Rob Burroughs/Martin Gaut
	Rob Burroughs/Martin Gaut

	Webmaster  - Rob Burroughs
	Rob Burroughs

	SCGBA Delegate - John Nash.
	John Nash

	Auditor - Ian Gaut.
	Ian Gaut

	Management Committee- 
Tom Roden, Mick Jones, Martin Gaut, Rob Burroughs, Mark Shore, Tony Rhodes, Mark Thomas.
	Tom Roden, Mick Jones, Martin Gaut, Rob Burroughs, Mark Shore, Tony Rhodes, Mark Thomas.

	Welfare Officer - Rob Burroughs
	Rob Burroughs

	Inter League Captain - Rob Burroughs
	Rob Burroughs

	Inter League Vice Captain -  Mark Thomas
	Mark Thomas


Mick Jones was proposed by John Nash and seconded by Mark Shore. Passed Unanimously. 
The rest were proposed en-bloc by Mick Jones with Simon Rhodes seconding. Passed Unanimously.

 15.	SUBSCRIPTIONS
These were kept the same. 

 16.	HONORARIA
								2018		2019
Fixtures Secretary - Martin Gaut					£450		£450
Meetings Secretary - Rob Burroughs				£150		£150
Treasurer - Rob Burroughs					£350		£350
Competitions Secretary - Rob Burroughs/Martin Gaut		£300		£300
Webmaster - Rob Burroughs					£150		£150

It was agreed to give Chairman Mark Shore an honorarium of £100. Proposed by Stuart Clee, seconded by Scott Moseley. Passed Unanimously.

With no further business, the meeting closed at 8.02 p.m.
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SALOP LEISURE
Go Explore!




