Chairman's Address

Good evening Gentlemen and welcome to the 2020 Shropshire Premier League AGM. It has been a great honour to serve the league as Chairman during the 25th anniversary celebrations, the league has really come a long way since its inception. The year gave us the opportunity to recognise the great work of many of the officers who helped get the league off the ground and run it in the early days and those life memberships that were given out were richly deserved.
Reflecting on 2019 Sir John Bayley Club performed excellently to regain the premier league title after some stunning performances on the road. Castlefields having had to settle for runners up went on to retain the Mayhew Cup with a convincing win against St Georges at Chester Road. I congratulate both teams on their success. The battle for third was probably as close as there has ever been with one point separating Newport, St Georges and Hanwood. Congratulations to Wem USC whose fine season was rewarded with a narrow 2 shot victory against Newport in the Pool A final at Newport with a fine 21-8 card from Scott Thomas against the league averages winner Peter Cookson sealing the victory. Also congratulations to Highly on winning Pool B in their first season with a 19 shot victory over Chester Road.
Peter Cookson took the league averages with a fine unbeaten run of 14 games to pip Scott Simpson by virtue of one more win. Scott's consolation in winning the most consecutive wins with an impressive run of 15. Congratulations to both of these players.
After finishing bottom of the premier Chester Road retained their place in the league after a closely fought play off final against Adderley. I am sure the Roaders will be looking for a stronger season this year to avoid the play offs again. The fact the former champions of the league finished bottom is testimony to the strength of our league.
Congratulations go to Liam Stevens on winning the individual merit in July taking some big scalps along the way before finally winning a close final against Lewis Scott 21-18 at Hadley USC.
Sadly the Mike Hinton Pairs was postponed due to inclement weather.
I thank our sponsors for their support in 2019:
Salop Leisure - League 
Barlows Fire and Security - Alan Mayhew Trophy
Inter Sports Seaton Sports - Individual Merit
KGJ Insurance Group - Doubles
Shropshire Website Design - The Fantasy League
Shropshire Printers - Predictions League and Player of the Month
I would encourage all clubs and players to consider using these organisations services in recognition of the support they have shown the league.
Away from our league I extend my congratulations to Spencer Clarke on winning the County Merit again, despite knocking me out again. I was delighted to see my old friend do it to cement his place in the list of Shropshire Greats. If it wasn't for a change of weather at the Waterloo he may well have gone on from the Semi Final to join his club mate Scott Simpson in the final of the Champion of Champions. Never the less congratulations to both of them for fine performances on the day.
A massive thank you all of the referees who have supported us through the 2019 season without these volunteers we would not be able to run our competitions. And to Martin Gaut and Rob Burroughs who continue to do a good job for the league, a big thank you to them.
I thank you all for making the league what it is and wish you all the best of luck for the 2020 season. 

Mark Shore


Secretary's Report
After starting off on a sad note losing Bowring from the League Hanmer were welcomed back. The other addition for the 2019 season was Highley, who had defeated Hanmer in last year’s Play Off Final to gain their place. 2019 was another all-around successful season for the Shropshire Premier Bowling League. Thanks to all the players, representatives and the officers of the league for keeping this league efficient to organise and to keep it thriving on and around the greens.
Many thanks to all our sponsors supporting the league. SALOP LEISURE who were the main sponsors this season and I hope we can maintain their support for the upcoming season. Barlows Fire & Security (Alan Mayhew Trophy), Seaton Sports (Merit), BowlsTrader (Pool A/B Trophies), KGJ Insurance (Mike Hinton Pairs), Shropshire Website Design (Fantasy Bowls League) and Shropshire Printers (Predictions League). Without the support of the League’s sponsors then the League and its competitions would not be half so successful.
Congratulations to SIR JOHN BAYLEY who won the 2017 Salop Leisure Shropshire Premier Bowling League! Only 5 points ahead of Castlefields. This was the second SPBL title for the Bayley and I am sure that they will be aiming to make it three in 2020. The rest of Pool A was made up of Newport, St Georges, Hanwood, Wrockwardine Wood and Wem USC; the rest went into Pool B to battle it out for the BowlsTrader Trophies. The Most Improved Team was won by Hanmer, this was enough of an improvement to lift them from the bottom of the table.
Chester Road finished bottom of the League and had to face the uncertainty of the Play Off…
The 2019 Play Offs saw two league winning teams apply, Adderley (Whitchurch) & Telepost (Tanners). Adderley v Telepost came first, held at Sir John Bayley. After gaining a significant early lead, Adderley held on to beat Telepost by five shots. Adderley went on to play Chester Road in the final at Prees (New Green). This match was tight all the way and there plenty of positive performances on both sides, in particular Ian Howell (Man of the Match) beating Martin Lloyd in the first four. Chester Road held out to win by nine shots and remain in the Salop Leisure Shropshire Premier Bowling League.
The Barlows Fire & Security Alan Mayhew Trophy consisted of the 14 members clubs and Telepost searching for silverware. Unfortunately, Ifton withdrew from the first round. At the end of the competition there was a final between two multiple times winners, St Georges and Castlefields held at Chester Road (Premier Green). Castlefields took a narrow lead from the first four where St Georges’ Phil Jones stepped in from reserve to win and take the Man of the Match award. Castlefields then extended their lead in both the middle and back fours to run out comfortably by 58 shots. This gave St Georges their first ever loss in the final of this competition and extended Castlefields’ record to eight wins.
The BowlsTrader Premiership Trophies were played at the end of the season at Newport. These Finals were followed by the League’s Presentation Evening. The Pool A Final on the non-premier green was a narrow contest seeing Wem USC edging passed the hosts, Newport, by just two shots. The Pool B Final was on the premier green and this saw newcomers Highley beat Chester Road by 19 shots.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Individual awards now, and the Seaton Sports Individual Merit, which was revamped to a qualifying and finals night format, went to Liam Stevens (Wrockwardine Wood) defeating Lewis Scott (St Georges) 21-18 in a tense final at Hadley USC. Liam beat Darrell Handley (Highley), Kiah Roberts (Burway) and Mike Beer (Castlefields) en route to final showing what great standard our league has. The League Averages went to Pete Cookson (Newport) who won 14 consecutive matches on his way to a total of 23 wins and an aggregate of +133. The Most Consecutive Wins award went to Scott Simpson (Sir John Bayley) who won 15 consecutive matches to claim this prize. The KGJ Insurance Pairs competition was cancelled and is due to take place at the start of the 2020 season.
As a special for 2019 season a 25th Anniversary Competition was held at Donnington Wood and the winner of this was Keith Wall (Castlefields) who beat his team mate Callum Wraight in the final. This was a successful day that showed off the past and present of the League. Here’s to the next 25 years!
This concludes my report. Many thanks for taking the time to read it and I hope you all have a successful season in 2020.
Martin Gaut Hon. Secretary 2019

Treasurer's Report
I would firstly like to thank Ian Gaut for auditing our accounts the last few years to a high standard. He has decided this year to step down, and we were fortunate enough for former league treasurer Phil Talbot to audit our accounts, and I thank him for taking the job on and has done an excellent job. 
This is probably the toughest year for accounts the league has had, with a record income and expenditure because of the Anniversary Competition and running the Merit as a qualifier. We have made a big loss, mainly because we didn't sell enough Anniversary Books, but also the cost of running such a big day. We also got new inter league shirts, which is a cost we won't incur this season. There are some fines that do need adding on as I forgot to deduct from last season's prize money, so this will increase for next season. 
We do have some money still in the account. But with running the postponed Mike Hinton Pairs before the season starts it means I will need to ask clubs to pay some of their 1st account invoice earlier than usual like I did last season. It would be most appreciated if clubs could do that for the successful running of the league. 
If we keep similar prize money levels and entry fees then I believe we will get back to where we were before last season, which is what we will aim for when the proposed accounts come out at the March Meeting. 
I would like to thank all of our sponsors for their kind support of the league and competitions this season. These are Salop Leisure, Barlows Fire & Security, Seaton Sports, KGJ Insurance Group and Shropshire Media. Hopefully these will continue to support us next season. 
So a tough year but hopefully we can make that money back this coming season and have a healthy balance again. 
Rob Burroughs

