Chairman's Address

It is strange writing a report for our AGM on the season just passed given that we didn't see a bowl sent all year due to the Covid19 pandemic. I sincerely hope that the last 12 months have not been too tough on all of our players and clubs. The season was about to begin when the 1st lockdown was ordered, at the time there was hope that this would be a short term measure to combat the disease and we would be back to bowling as soon as it was safe to do so. During those early months of the lockdown much consideration and constructive discussions took place amongst members of the management committee about how we could proceed and some very good ideas come forward. I thank those on the management committee who took the time to propose sound plans for any bowling that could take place. These plans ranged from slipping the start of the season by a month to having a two month mini league. Sadly this was not to be and clubs rightly voted to end the season and allow the management committee to arrange any smaller events later in the season which again prove impracticable with the restrictions that were in place.

Sadly in the last few weeks we have lost two former players and officers of the league in Phil Clee and John Coxill. It has already been documented on our website what these two gentlemen have done for the game over the years and you will all agree they were an important part of this league. I send my sincere condolences to both Phil and John's family at these difficult times.

So we turn our attention to 2021 and we find ourselves in a similar position to last year with a lockdown in place and uncertainty as to when this will all end. The optimist in me says we will get a full season of top quality bowling in with an exciting league season ahead. However, as I write this there is no certainty to what will happen and we can only plan based on what we know today. Our AGM will take place with the expectation of a bowls season to come but there may well be the requirement for an EGM at a later date to reassess what we can or cannot do. Following last year's AGM and the vote to open the league to all bowlers I look forward to seeing the first matches to feature female players in the history of the league. 

Rest assured that as chairman of the league I will try to ensure that whatever is possible this season we will make happen. I wish you all the very best for the coming season but most of all stay safe.

