President’s Report

The Taylor Support Premier League is widely acknowledged as one of the best leagues within the bowling fraternity both in terms of playing standards and administration and I feel very privileged to serve as its President.
I would like to congratulate all teams for making such a competitive league with special mention to Castlefields and Sir John Bayley for providing such an exciting finale to the season – never has the phrase “every chalk counts” been so relevant.
There was more end of season excitement with the playoffs involving Horsehay, Shifnal and Woore.  Although I was obviously disappointed to be part of the losing Woore side I have to say both matches were played in great spirit considering the high stakes and the whole Horsehay team (and supporters) were absolutely superb in the final.
Finally, on behalf of all teams I must pay tribute to our outstanding officers, Rob Burroughs and Martin Gaut, who carry out their numerous duties with calm assurance and efficiency.

Andy Smith

Chairman’s Report

Good evening ladies and gentleman and welcome to the 2025 AGM of the Taylor Support Shropshire Premier Bowling League. 2024 was potentially our most exciting year yet thanks to the closest ever finish in the league and being our 30th Anniversary season. 
We started with our 30th Anniversary competition at Allscott Heath on their new greens, and a great day was had celebrating our league and running a brand new competition. It was ironic that the final was between the two teams who dominated the league last season and this, with Castlefields winning out. 
The league was the closest we’ve ever seen, with Castlefields and Sir John Bayley having a great title fight. This time it was the Fields who pipped the Bayley to the title on Games Won, and it capped off a great season for the club, adding the Alan Mayhew Trophy and Pool A, another league treble! Well done to them on their achievements, and commiserations to the Bayley on being so close in all competitions, but they did win the County Cup to bring silverware again to the club. Reserve Adrian Rowe of Castlefields won the Mark Burroughs Man of the Match award in the Mayhew Final with a great 21-10 win over Dan Taylor to turn the tide in Castlefields’ favour.  The Pool A & B was run twice last year. The first edition was at the Bylet, and the Pool A was won by the Bayley and the Pool B by Adderley. The second time round the Fields won it at Meole Brace and the Pool B was won again by Adderley. The Inter Area Competition was a little harder to run this season but we got a team out for each area and it was the East team that won it again with a comprehensive win in the final against the West side at the Bayley.
Callum Wraight had a great season, winning his own treble. He won the League Averages for the Neville Edwards Trophy for the first time, winning 24 out of 24 games, and won the Mick Jones Trophy for the Most Consecutive Wins. He also won the League Merit for the first time after beating Gary Whitehall in the final at Tilstock, hosts of our first ever Merit in 1994. The Mike Hinton Pairs saw Paul Evans teaming up with Scott Simpson to win on Newport against Tom Killen and Will Childs in the final. Stuart Rutter and Aaron King won the Fantasy Bowls and Predictions League respectively. Congratulations to all our league winners this season. 
Well done to our Veterans Inter League side who we entered for the first time and they won the whole thing at Chester Road. The team consisted of Mark Thomas, Dave Redge, Martin Williams, Nick Davies, Alan Faulkner and Rob Renke. 
Last but not least was the Play Offs, which were thankfully back after a year absence. Woore professionally beat Shifnal in the pre-playoff, and then came up against Horsehay, who, after a controversial entry to the league, had finished bottom but not by the distance some people thought! What came in the final though can only be described as one of the best, if not best, performances and upset the league has seen. Well done to Horsehay on retaining their place in the league, and commiserations to Woore. I am sure they will be back at the end of this season again, but the Mid Shropshire League could have something to say with some quality teams in that league this season. 
Thank you to our other two officials, Martin Gaut and Andy Smith, and those on the Management Committee in helping me run the league. Thank you to all those clubs who hosted our events this season, and to Mike Potter for his work on the camera! Thank you to Malcolm Fletcher for his continuing coverage and great exposure for the league in the Shropshire Star, and to Mike Beckett for providing support with his results system. Thank you to our sponsors, Taylor Support, Audlem Special Events and Get Connected Mobile Phones, for their sponsorship the last season. I am happy to say they are all continuing this year! Thank you to all those clubs who hosted us this season! 
I would like to wish all our clubs and players for the forthcoming season. It should be a quieter one Good luck to all this season. 

Rob Burroughs

Secretary’s Report

Thank you to everyone for making this 30th anniversary season a successful one.
The first thing we held was the 30th anniversary competition which, on the whole, was well supported by the clubs and a promising number of spectators. Shropshire’s newest bowls venue, Allscott Heart Sports & Social Club, was the host. With a brand new clubhouse and a very testing artificial bowling green their members were certainly keen to impress, and then did! A familiar pair of clubs were in the final with the trio from Castlefields defeating Sir John Bayley.
Also at the start of the season were the Pool A&B for 2023. A format change saw this being played on one day at Bylet. For Pool A, the victors were Sir John Bayley defeating Castlefields. In Pool B Adderley were the winners, beating Meole Brace in the final.
The Mike Hinton Pairs was held at former Premier League club, Newport. Coming out on top of the 15 entries were Paul Evans and Scott Simpson (Sir John Bayley).
Alan Mayhew Trophy was next and for this another visit to Allscott, on their grass bowling green. This competition was very kindly sponsored by Audlem Special Events Team. For this competition it was “La Decima” for Castlefields as they won the final by 10 chalks against Sir John Bayley.
Well done to our Veterans Inter League side who won the competition at Chester Road. The team consisted of Mark Thomas, Dave Redge, Martin Williams, Nick Davies, Alan Faulkner and Rob Renke. 
The inter-area competition was run once again, this time using both greens at Sir John Bayley. The East team won this again, beating the West team by 56 shots.
The 30th year of the League was certainly an eventful one. Castlefields and Sir John Bayley finished the season level on points. Castlefields won the title on Games Won. This was the first time that the Taylor Support Shropshire Premier Bowling League title had been tied in points at the top. Coincidentally, this season saw a rule change that formerly would have seen a title deciding final in that situation.
Callum Wraight (Castlefields) won the League averages in an undefeated 24 out of 24 season. This success also led to him winning the Most Consecutive wins Trophy.
30 years of the Premier League also meant 30 years of the League’s Merit (John Coxill Trophy). We went back to the start with this and played the finals at Tilstock, where the first League Merit was played. Callum Wraight (Castlefields) was the winner. He beat Gary Whitehall (Adderley) in the final.
A truly dominant season for Callum, one of our sport’s very best ever players.
The Play Off this season saw two clubs apply to join the league, Shifnal (Mid Shropshire) and Woore (Whitchurch). Woore, who included some of the former Chester Road Premier League team, defeated Shifnal at Meole Brace. Woore then faced Horsehay, the League’s bottom side, at Bicton. In an very competitive fixture in front of a large crowd Horsehay shone. Horsehay beat Woore by 8 chalks and retained their status as a Premier League club. 
The Pool A/B competition finals were played at Meole Brace Bowling Club and they were followed by the Prize Presentation. Castlefields won their 7th Pool A shield after beating Ifton by 25 chalks. Adderley won their second Pool B title after beating Bylet by 4 chalks.
I would like to thank all clubs captains and contacts for helping to run this league efficiently. On that note I’d also like to thanks the League’s officials and committees, in particular Robert Burroughs, the commitment and work he gives to our League is astonishing.
Another special thanks to all our sponsors;
· Taylor Support
· Audlem Special Events Team
· Get Connected Wellington Mobile Phones
Please support these businesses/organisations where you can.
All the best for the upcoming season, let’s all make it a good one. 

Martin Gaut
Secretary/Competition Secretary
Taylor Support Shropshire Premier Bowling League

P.S. This was written in a Seattle hotel bar so I’m sorry if the report is bit long or I have missed anything!

SCGBA Delegate’s Report

· All rules passed at the 2024 AGM.
· Honorarium went up 5%.
· New CEO Paul Ashmore. 9 had applied for the post.
· New national administrator is James McGurk. 6 had applied for both.
· Steve Clamp, Steve Cochran, Phil Scott, Calvin Jackson, Dan Peach and Graham Pickervance are on the new board.
· There are still no applicants for the Development Officer and Coaching roles 
· The Veterans Inter League is down to 6 a side now.
· The Senior Inter League has a restriction on Premier League players, but it was cancelled. There is going to be a committee formed with a delegate from each league. 
· Edgmond won the best kept green competition 
· Please let me know if you would like to be nominated for Deputy County President. 
· The Chairman said the incident with the lack of scoreboards at the County Cup Final won’t happen again. 
· There were positive comments about Malcolm Fletcher’s work for the county and that they are sad to see him go as he has resigned from being Press Relations Officer.  
· There will be about £4000 profit overall but less fines this season. 
· There has been about £4000 worth of grants given out to clubs. 
· There will be a new BCGBA website costing £60000 in total. It will be out in March. 
· The BCGBA AGM is on Saturday 18th January, I will report at the meeting if the rule changes went through. 
· Shropshire Competition dates will be out next week. 
· BCGBA Competition dates are on the SCGBA website. 
· Well done to those Shropshire Competitions who are on the list for the newly expanded Champion of Champions and on reserve. 
· DBS renewals are at Tilstock on Saturday 8th February. Please book through the county log in page using the password guest. 


Treasurer’s Report
We have made a profit of £159 this season. Given we had two Presentation Evenings, the second one not budgeted for at the start of the year, it’s great we have made a profit. However, this is due to the £230 worth of fines we had this season, mainly from Competition withdrawals, and also a great profit from the raffles and entry fees at the raffle. The creditor is having missed one club not paying one of their invoices, and the debtor is an error with one club’s prize money. We have a healthy amount again in the account, similar to what we had before the 25th Anniversary season. I haven’t paid the engraving fee yet for last season which comes to £65 and will be paid in this year’s accounts. 
