President’s Report
For the past few years the Premier League has been dominated by two outstanding teams, namely Castlefields and Sir John Bayley who both richly deserve all the plaudits sent their way and it will take a monumental effort to dislodge either of them with perhaps Wrockwardine Wood and Ifton the nearest challengers.
Most end of season reports concentrate on the trophy winners (rightly so) but I would like to pay tribute to the other 12 teams whose motivation and competitive spirit make the Premier League so exciting with jeopardy on every individual game.
Team captaincy is not for the faint hearted with the issues of forming a competitive squad and then trying to keep the support of all players throughout a long season, particularly when results are disappointing -so a special mention for all 14 captains.
A successful league requires good management and the Premier League is fortunate to have two very capable officers, Rob Burroughs and Martin Gaut who devote a considerable amount of time and effort for the benefit of all teams.
In difficult economic times it’s challenging to attract and retain sponsorship so a huge vote of appreciation is due to Taylor Support, our main league sponsor, for their continuing financial contribution.
On a final note I would like to wish the best of luck to Premier League players selected to represent Shropshire in this year’s County Championship ….sorry Staffordshire lads !!
Andy Smith

Chairman’s Report
Good evening ladies and gentleman and welcome to the 2026 AGM of the Taylor Support Shropshire Premier Bowling League. We had another great year in 2025 with several records being broken again with Castlefields again taking standards to the next level and adding their 12th title.  Sir John Bayley again pushed them and were unlucky not to win it themselves with the second highest points total the league has seen. 
The Audlem Special Events Team Alan Mayhew Trophy was won for the second time by Ifton, who edged out Castlefields by just 4 chalks. Martin Jones was the hero last on to bring home the trophy, earning himself the Mark Burroughs Man of the Match award after winning 15. Castlefields made no mistake in the Pool A final against Hanwood winning by 32. Adderley made history with their third straight Pool B success, defeating St Georges on their home turf by 40. 
Scott Simpson had a great season, winning the League Averages for the Neville Edwards Trophy for the first time, winning 23 games, and won the Mick Jones Trophy for the Most Consecutive Wins with four other players on 11 wins; Jamie King, Reece Farr, Owen Jackson and Dave East. Callum Wraight retained the League Merit after beating Reece Farr in the final at Sinclair. The Mike Hinton Pairs saw Sarah Weaver be our first woman to win a title as she teamed up with partner Dave Hanson to win on Bayston Hill against Michael Cooper and Emmet McKinley in the final. Dan Taylor and Rob Burroughs won the Fantasy Bowls and Predictions League respectively. Congratulations to all our league winners this season. 
Last but not least was the Play Offs. Woore defeated Sinclair at a great new venue in Shelton by 26 in the pre play off. It meant a rematch between Woore and Horsehay in the final and the crowd were treated to another classic as Woore got revenge for their loss the year before by winning by 7 at another great venue in Monkmoor. I wish Horsehay all the best and am sure they will be wanting to return. Welcome to Woore to our league, our 26th club to play in the league. 
Thank you to our other two officials, Martin Gaut and Andy Smith, and those on the Management Committee in helping me run the league. Thank you to all those clubs who hosted our events this season, and to Mike Potter for his work on the camera! Thank you to Malcolm Fletcher for his continuing coverage and great exposure for the league in the Shropshire Star, and to Mike Beckett for providing support with his results system. Thank you to our sponsors, Taylor Support, Audlem Special Events and Get Connected Mobile Phones, Steve Peach Painting & Decorating for their sponsorship the last season. All apart from Get Connected are continuing this season, so thank you for their continued support. 
Well done to our Open competition winners, it was good to see people like Josh Cotton, Sam Millward and Tom Killen winning their first major competitions. Callum Wraight did the business again winning over 20 trophies, but special mention to Chris Stretch winning our County Merit and Ash Wellings on winning the BCGBA Champion of Champions. 
We have a few rule changes tonight, mainly in response to the BCGBA sample league constitution as well as tidying up some of our rules. Hopefully they won’t take to long to get through. 
I would like to wish all our clubs and players all the best for the forthcoming season. It should be another good one, especially at the top and bottom. Good luck to all this season. 
Rob Burroughs

Secretary’s Report
The 2025 season saw a strong Shropshire Premier Bowling League. Our league winners are Castlefields after a very long and competitive season to finish above Sir John Bayley. Unfortunately for Horsehay, they finished bottom of the table. At the conclusion of the season, Horsehay lost their place in the league after being defeated by Woore in the Play‑Off Final. We now welcome Woore into the league for the coming season.
Throughout the year, league business was conducted efficiently via the committee’s WhatsApp group. This ensured quick communication, timely decisions, and consistent oversight of league matters. We also record our thanks to Tony Rhodes, who stepped down from the committee during the season, for his service and contribution to the league.
There was one disciplinary hearing held this year. As always, the details remain restricted to those directly involved, but the matter was handled in line with league procedures. All rule changes adopted at the previous AGM were implemented smoothly, with no issues arising from their introduction.
I would like to thank all club captains, secretaries, and administrators for their continued efficiency in managing player registrations and submitting results. The smooth running of the league relies heavily on this cooperation, and it is appreciated.
Season Achievements & Congratulations
The league extends its congratulations to all competition winners and award recipients for the 2025 season:
· League: Castlefields  
· Alan Mayhew Trophy: Ifton  
· Pool A: Castlefields  
· Pool B: Adderley  
· Most Improved Team: Castlefields 
· League Averages: Scott Simpson (Sir John Bayley)  
· Most Consecutive Wins:  
· Scott Simpson (Sir John Bayley)  
· Reece Farr (Sir John Bayley)  
· Dave East (Highley)  
· Jamie King (Wrockwardine Wood)  
· Owen Jackson (Ifton)  
· League Merit: Callum Wraight (Castlefields) 
· Mike Hinton Pairs: Sarah Weaver & Dave Hanson (Wem USC)
We also acknowledge the many Premier League players who performed exceptionally well in county, national, and open competitions throughout the year. Their achievements continue to highlight the strength and depth of talent within our league and reflect positively on the clubs and the wider Shropshire bowling community.
Venues & End‑of‑Season Availability
Venue selection for competitions and finals remains one of the more challenging aspects of league administration, particularly toward the end of the season when some clubs close their greens for maintenance. To ensure clarity and fairness, the league will adopt a consistent approach going forward:
If a club notifies the league that their green is closed for Pool A or Pool B matches, it may be assumed that the green is also unavailable for the Play‑Off matches that usually follow.
This is especially important because Play‑Off nights are significant revenue‑generating events for the host club, attracting large crowds and providing valuable income through bar takings and refreshments. Clear communication from clubs helps avoid misunderstandings and ensures that these high‑profile fixtures can be planned and delivered smoothly.
Sponsors
The league is extremely grateful for the continued support of its sponsors:
· Taylor Support – League Sponsor  
· Audlem Special Events Team – Alan Mayhew Trophy Sponsor  
· Get Connected Wellington – Mobile Phones – Predictions League & Fantasy League Sponsors  
Their backing is invaluable, and we thank them for their commitment to supporting bowls in Shropshire.
Closing Remarks
Finally, I would like to express my sincere thanks to all league officers and committee members for their support throughout the year. Particular appreciation goes to Rob Burroughs for the significant amount of work he undertakes both around and away from the greens. His commitment continues to be invaluable to the league.
Martin Gaut
Secretary, Shropshire Premier Bowling League

SCGBA Delegate’s Report (with thanks to Malcolm Fletcher for providing me a report for the last meeting)
· Honoraria went up in line with CPI at about 2% at the 2025 AGM. All but one rule change was approved. 
· Pauline Wilson is pushing development, and you will see at this meeting some of the sample constitution for leagues that the BCGBA sent out is being put in our rules. 
· This is part of a 5 year plan that all clubs through their primary leagues should be supporting to improve safeguarding and development of the game through the three key areas: juniors, recently retired and those who are 35-40.
· There should be a code of conduct on how to treat juniors. 
· Pauline has been given by the BCGBA the bowls buddies equipment and she has 8 sets of junior bowls. She will put a reminder out before the start of the season that I have this equipment. We have got a grant of £1000 from the BCGBA. We are a bit awash with equipment at the moment after we got lots through Malcolm Fletcher a few years ago.
· We will be getting some disability equipment this year. 
· Pauline said that Summer clubs bring in the juniors like what Bridgnorth and Albrighton have done. Juniors aren’t going to just walk through your door. And breed your own isn’t a policy! But you can’t put them in league matches at 8 or 9 years old.
· Rob Burroughs said that the player who was temporarily suspended in July is still suspended until you hear otherwise, he had passed it onto the BCGBA Safeguarding Officer to sort. 
· Phil Scott said that he will be doing DBS checks again on 21st February at Sir John Bayley. 
· The Midland Masters finals will be in Telford next year with two clubs having put their name forward. This will be held on either Sunday 13th September or Saturday 19th September. 
· Well done to Edgmond for winning the Best Kept Green Competition again. It took 12 hours for Phil Scott and Stuart to go round all 11 greens. 
· There was another good greenkeeping seminar at Prees. The weather wasn’t good though. There were 55 greenkeepers there, all but 3 from Shropshire. There is more stuff planned over this Winter. There will be a visit to Jim Clark Machinery and to the grass place in Warwickshire. Dates will be sorted for those. 
· It was agreed to pay the Veterans Inter League finalists so we will get £30 this year for that.
· The Peter Ashton Youth Trophy has been split again from the Junior Merit, the Premier League will be sponsoring this. 
· Meetings will be on the second Tuesday of March, October and January, with the May date to be decided on.
· Marie Scott is going through all the trophies to value them. 
· There are already 24 open comp applications and more – especially juniors – were in pipeline
· There are doubts over the future of BCGBA Handbook over for this year as it is going ahead – clubs to emailed for their orders.
· Treasurer said actual figures for 2025 were a small loss on main account and that comps had lost £931 after payment of BCGBA fees, which cannot continue. Finance committee had received 3 grant applications already this year, having awarded £3,660 in 2025.
· The registrar has done 284 new ones last year, up 7. There will be no new BCGBA cards from now 
· 2026 SCGBA Competition dates are now approved and will be on the SCGBA website.
· The BCGBA Safeguarding Officer Denise Noble is leaving on 31st March. Still not much contact from the new CEO Dan Newton. 
· SCGBA AGM on Saturday 7 February at 11am at Sir John Bayley club.
· We have proposed changing the eligibility rules for the Club Championship (this has been missed out the original AGM Notice of Motions but should be in there for the AGM) and I would like all clubs to vote for this. 

Treasurer’s Report
We made a loss of £220 this season. This was down to an extra £200 prize money, as well as paying more for engraving and tankards, presentation evening food and sponsorship. However we had another £235 worth of fines which helped, although we paid out £50 of that. We will save some money next season, however we will have increased costs with sponsorship of the Peter Ashton Youth Trophy, more honorarium and tax, potentially less sponsorship and paying referees in the Play Offs. So I will be proposing that the prize money goes down £200 and back to 2024 levels to cover this at least and then re-evaluate for the 2027 season. 

Thank you once again to Phil Talbot for auditing the accounts. 
